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who had a strong sense of duty toward 
his country from a very young age. 
COL Alva Bryan Lasswell, known as 
‘‘Red’’ to friends, was a World War II 
war hero whose service has gone unrec-
ognized for most of his life. I believe it 
is finally time to honor Colonel 
Lasswell for the brave servicemember 
that he was. 

When he was only 13 years old, Colo-
nel Lasswell tried to join the Marine 
Corps. Due to age requirements, the fu-
ture hero would have to wait until his 
21st birthday to enlist. Throughout his 
distinguished military career, Colonel 
Lasswell was awarded the rank of 2nd 
lieutenant and served in Navy intel-
ligence. 

During World War II, he was sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor and was se-
lected as one of 10 officers to take part 
in the elite intelligence gathering unit. 
In May 1942, Colonel Lasswell inter-
cepted an unusual message that he re-
ported to Navy headquarters. The mes-
sage was a Japanese Operational Order 
authorizing the Battle of Midway. As a 
result of Lasswell’s heroic service, the 
Navy was able to prepare for the at-
tack, and the Battle of Midway would 
go on to become the first major victory 
for the Navy in World War II. 

This was not the end of his service 
however. Colonel Lasswell later trans-
lated a message which led to the shoot-
ing down of a plane carrying Japanese 
Adminral Isoroku Yamamoto in 1943, 
and in 1944 he recovered intelligence 
which involved a plot to assassinate 
GEN Douglas MacArthur. In addition, 
Lasswell’s intelligence helped the U.S. 
Navy Antisubmarine Group sink at 
least five submarines in 1944. Lasswell 
completed his military career in 1956, 
serving as Chief of Staff for the Marine 
Recruit Depot. 

Despite his tremendous service to his 
country, Colonel Lasswell never re-
ceived distinction or recognition for 
his intelligence recovery efforts during 
World War II. At this time, I would like 
to pay him the tribute he has deserved 
for so long.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

TRANSMITTING CERTIFICATION 
THAT THE EXPORT OF FINE 
GRAIN GRAPHITE TO BE USED 
FOR SOLAR CELL APPLICATIONS 
AND FOR THE FABRICATION OF 
COMPONENTS USED IN ELEC-
TRONIC AND SEMICONDUCTOR 
FABRICATION IS NOT DETRI-
MENTAL TO THE U.S. SPACE 
LAUNCH INDUSTRY, AND THAT 
THE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 
WILL NOT MEASURABLY IM-
PROVE THE MISSILE OR SPACE 
LAUNCH CAPABILITIES OF THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA— 
PM 13 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the provisions of 

section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105–261), I 
hereby certify to the Congress that the 
export of fine grain graphite to be used 
for solar cell applications and for the 
fabrication of components used in elec-
tronic and semiconductor fabrication, 
and two dual-motor, dual-shaft mixers 
to be used to produce carbon fiber and 
epoxy prepregs for the commercial air-
line industry is not detrimental to the 
U.S. space launch industry, and that 
the material and equipment, including 
any indirect technical benefit that 
could be derived from these exports, 
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 17, 2009. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 2:24 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 987. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
601 8th Street in Freedom, Pennsylvania, as 
the ‘‘John Scott Challis, Jr. Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1217. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 15455 Manchester Road in Ballwin, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Peter J. Navarro 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1284. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 103 West Main Street in McLain, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘Major Ed W. Freeman Post 
Office’’. 

At 2:53 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, on of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1541. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, and for 
other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 4:42 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 1127. An act to extend certain immi-
gration programs. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 194(a), and the 
order of the House of January 6, 2009, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Coast Guard Academy: 
Mr. Courtney of Connecticut and Mr. 
Coble of North Carolina. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 987. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
601 8th Street in Freedom, Pennsylvania, as 
the ‘‘John Scott Challis, Jr. Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1217. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 15455 Manchester Road in Ballwin, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Peter J. Navarro 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1284. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 103 West Main Street in McLain, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘Major Ed W. Freeman Post 
Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–952. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report entitled ‘‘2008 Annual 
Report; Packers and Stockyards Program’’; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–953. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Formaldehyde, Polymer with 2- 
Methyloxirane and 4-Nonylphenol; Tolerance 
Exemption’’ (FRL-8399-5) as received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 13, 
2009; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–954. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pyraclostrobin; Pesticide Tolerances for 
Emergency Exemptions’’ (FRL–8402–8) as re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
March 13, 2009; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–955. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pendimethalin; Pesticide Tolerances for 
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